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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 25 is objected to because of the following informalities: Line 9 stated "the 
group group" it should be "the group". Correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. "Initiating a telephone session and the limitation "receiving a personal 
identification number". It is not clear where the system received the PIN. Please clarify. 

Claims 2-, 3, 5-10 and 16-24 are rejected from being dependent of claims 1 and 
15 above. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 30-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Aggarwal et al. (US 6,260,148 B1). 

Regarding claim 30, Aggarwal discloses a method for maintaining an IM client 
status [column 1, lines 19-22], the method comprising: 

detecting a change in proximity of a user of an IM client [The buddy lists ping 
each other at short intervals to see who's online, column 2, lines 18-26]; and 

updating an IM client status in accordance with the change in 
proximity [If the ping is successful, the client reports that your buddy is online and ready 
to chat, column 2, lines 18-26]; 

wherein the IM client status is selected from the group comprising on- 
line and off-line [Each entry 142 is associated with an online status property 144, the 
value of which indicates whether the correspondent is online. For instance, in FIG. 8, 
client entries 142 of contact list 140A designating clients C and F have an online status 
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property value 144 indicating that the clients are online (as indicated by the "x"), column 

13, line 65 to column 14, line 14]. 

Regarding claim 31, Aggarwal teaches a method, wherein detecting the change 
in proximity includes detecting that the user has come within a range of a proximity 
detector [column 14, lines 3-14]. 

Regarding claim 32, Aggarwal teaches a method, wherein detecting the change 
in proximity includes detecting that the user as exited a range of a proximity detector 
[column 14, lines 15-30]. 

Regarding claim 33, Aggarwal teaches a method, wherein detecting the change 
in proximity includes determining a lack of activity on an input device [column 14, lines 
31-59]. 

Regarding claim 34, Aggarwal teaches a method, wherein determining a lack of 
activity includes determining a lack of activity for a predetermined timeout period 
[column 14, lines 31-59]. 

Regarding claim 35, Aggarwal teaches a method, wherein detecting the change 
in proximity includes determining the resumption of activity on an input device [column 

14, lines 60-67]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

8. Claims 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Aggarwal in view of Maurille (US 6,484,1 96 B1 ). 

Regarding claim 25, Aggarwal discloses all the limitations of claim 25 as stated 
in claim 35's rejection above but fail to disclose wherein the IM client is selected from a 
group. 

However, Maurille teaches wherein the IM client is selected from the group 
comprising AOL Instant Messenger, Yahoo Instant Messaging, ICQ, and MSN instant 
messaging [An example of such a system is America On Line's " Instant Messages" 
feature, which allows an AOL member who is online to communicate with another 
member who is also online at the same time, column 2, lines 23-34]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Aggarwal using the AOL instant 
messenger as taught by Maurille. 

This modification of the invention enables the system to select an AOL instant 
messenger because the user would communicate with another member. 

Regarding claim 26-28, Maurille teaches wherein the proximity detector includes 
and RFID detector [column 6, lines 23-36] 



Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7539. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gerald Gauthier/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 

/GG/ 

October 15, 2008 



